
200329 Justice and Light  Isaiah 58:6-12 
In this fifth week of a series on justice, our focus is on the work of the disciple. If you 
haven’t looked at the scripture, you can start at the beginning of Isaiah 58 with the 
conversation between the prophet and God. What kind of fasting does God want from us? 
Does God listen to those who ritualize self-affliction and denial and then behave violently 
toward one another? No. Listen to the prophetic and hopeful words of Isaiah 58:6-12 (CEB) 
Isn’t this the fast I choose: releasing wicked restraints, untying the ropes of a yoke, setting 
free the mistreated, and breaking every yoke? Isn’t it sharing your bread with the hungry 
and bringing the homeless poor into your house, covering the naked when you see them, 
and not hiding from your own family? Then your light will break out like the dawn, and you 
will be healed quickly. Your own righteousness will walk before you, and the Lord’s glory 
will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, 
and God will say, “I’m here.” If you remove the yoke from among you, the finger-pointing, 
the wicked speech; if you open your heart to the hungry, and provide abundantly for those 
who are afflicted, your light will shine in the darkness, and your gloom will be like the 
noon. God will guide you continually and provide for you, even in parched places. God will 
rescue your bones. You will be like a watered garden, like a spring of water that won’t run 
dry. They will rebuild ancient ruins on your account; the foundations of generations past 
you will restore. You will be called Mender of Broken Walls, Restorer of Livable Streets. 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, most of us are confined to our homes. Many are alone. 
Most are kept from work and school. Many are still working, but at risk of the disease 
because they are caring for the sick without protection, clerking in essential stores or 
working in essential industries without distance. Others are confined to unhealthy spaces 
or in long-term isolation. We are posting this worship from North Pointe United Methodist 
Church with nine of us conducting and supporting the service and leading a congregation 
in prayer, knowing we have several who have not been online. Our church activities of the 
week are cancelled with the exception of the diaper and food pantry ministries, but we 
encourage active use of the phones. It would be nice to worship together for Easter, but 
given the tracking of COVID-19, in other nations, we think it is unlikely. Therefore, again I 
advise, reach out to each other in phone calls, texts, emails, cards and prayers and let us 
know if the church can organize ways to care. At the same time I am praying for nations 
where the very poor live in slums with no sanitation, no doors, and sometimes, especially in 
the beginning hot season, no walls. It is difficult to imagine the tragedy that might be 
unfolding, even now. 
 
The virus is a fitting image for today’s message on justice and the disciple’s work. This 
coronavirus has spiked proteins that protrude from their surface and hook onto our cell 
membranes. From there the virus enters the cell and uses its function to make the virus 
rather than operating according to the cell’s original purpose. (Pam Belluck, NY Times). 
 
A life fully lived in and with the love of God is what I’ll call our “original purpose,” if we were 
each considered a cell in God’s creation. As the purpose of the lung cells is to help us to 
supply oxygen to the blood, the purpose of each human individual is to love God and 
neighbor. Prophet Micah says it memorably in 6:8: “to seek justice, love kindness, and walk 
humbly with God.” A virus among humans has entered our hearts and minds and 
“hijacked” our function for its selfish and violent behavior. Therefore it becomes the work of 
the faithful disciple to restore humanity to its original purpose. 
 
The Biblical literature is filled from front to back with stories and guidance on doing our 
work of restoring humanity to its original purpose, from the justice stories of Genesis from 



the vision of a new reality in Revelation. In the passage we read in Isaiah, feeding the 
hungry, welcoming the poor, clothing the naked anticipate the same guidance provided by 
Jesus in Matthew 25. In doing so, Isaiah says our light will break out like the dawn and 
shine in the darkness. In Matthew 5 telling us we are the light of the world, Jesus advises, 
“Let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your 
Father who is in heaven. (CEB) 
 
The work of the disciple is to shine a light on humanity’s original purpose to love God and 
neighbor by modeling justice, mercy and humility in our witness and action. Doing so we 
reveal our purpose and restore humanity to its calling from the virus’ attempt to corrupt 
and kidnap it by advocating self-centered, untruthful, hurtful behavior that is evident in 
the elitism of our time as it was in Jesus’ time. 
 
When we do, Prophet Isaiah says God will nurture us like a watered garden and fill us like 
a spring that never runs dry. Jesus offered the Samaritan woman living water that will 
never leave her thirsty. According to John 14 Jesus promised the disciples a divine 
Companion. I agree. In my 74 years, this has been my experience. 
 
Jesus was this light and lived this love. In a society that valued adult men of Jewish faith 
and their leaders, he ate with those society hated, he welcomed the children others had 
pushed aside, he reached out to the sick woman who struggled through the crowd to touch 
his garment, offered living water to the foreign woman and praised the poor woman with 2 
small coins. He repeatedly healed the disabled, forgave the sinners, fed the hungry, cared 
for the foreigner, the gentile and the accused, received the careless and deviant son, taught 
the multitudes, washed the feet of those who called him master, and addressed loved ones 
and a repentant thief from the cross. At the same time he repeatedly chastised the leaders 
of religion as hypocrites for protecting loveless ritual.  
 
All the time he remained connected with the one he called his Father in prayer and silence, 
even in a boat on rough water, in moments before his arrest, and in his last breaths. If we 
want to know the love of God in creation, and the way we are to live according to our 
original purpose, we have in Jesus a perfect and timeless example. 
 
Viruses have hidden our original purpose. Some people in positions of power and influence 
or in fear and greed work to convince us that love doesn’t work. Instead they promote self, 
national, racial or economic interest. They argue that caring for others makes us weak. 
They take advantage of people’s needs for their own profit. They think leaders of business 
are worth 300 or 400 times the people who work for them. They corrupt the values that 
God’s prophets have taught of humility, mercy and justice. They destroy the earth God 
made in the interest of self advancement. They promote war for economic gain. They hoard 
valued goods for years from those who need them now.  
 
We are the light of the world who illuminate the original purpose of humanity in God’s 
creation, hidden by a virus promoting itself as true, when it is only a blanket of untruth 
and diversion covering the divine truth with noise, distraction, and temptation. We are the 
light of the world that reveals the relationship with God that still is and always has been 
here, as close our own face. As the light, we allow people to see, and God to be praised. We 
illuminate the depth of spirit in a materialistic world. We throw light on the expanse of 
spiritual fellowship in a divided world. We spotlight the just power of love in a self-serving 
world. We restore the knowledge of God’s gift of life and love in a forgetting world. We are 
the light of the world, revealing what has always been true but hidden: all are loved by God. 



 
This is why North Pointe Church worships to remember, it serves the poor and hungry, 
cares for the homeless, the forgotten and the forgetting. This is our original purpose. May 
God nurture, fill and guide us in the mission. 
 


