
200315 Justice and Judgement Matthew 25:31-46 
“Now when the Human One comes in his majesty and all his angels are with him, he will sit 
on his majestic throne. All the nations will be gathered in front of him. He will separate 
them from each other, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put 
the sheep on his right side. But the goats he will put on his left. 
“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will receive good things from 
my Father. Inherit the kingdom that was prepared for you before the world began. I was 
hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick 
and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
“Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? When did we see you as a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and give you clothes to wear? When did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ 
“Then the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have done it for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ 
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who will receive terrible 
things. Go into the unending fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels. I was 
hungry and you didn’t give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to 
drink. I was a stranger and you didn’t welcome me. I was naked and you didn’t give me 
clothes to wear. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 
“Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison and didn’t do anything to help you?’ Then he will answer, ‘I assure you 
that when you haven’t done it for one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.’ And 
they will go away into eternal punishment. But the righteous ones will go into eternal life.” 
 
“The Human One will come in majesty, with angels, to sit on the throne in judgment of the 
nations.” When I first read the Common English Bible translation, developed by 23 
protestant and Roman Catholic denominations and first published in 2012, I was disturbed 
by the use of “Human One” where older translations read “Son of Man.” In my study, 
however, I was taken to Daniel 7. The prophet records his dream of four beasts appearing 
like a lion, bear, leopard and an unidentified large beast. These beasts represented kingly 
powers of his time, the fourth of which was particularly destructive. Then thrones are 
raised and the “Ancient One” with white clothes and hair like lamb’s wool (I pondered this 
image) sits down on a throne of fire, judges and destroys the fourth beast. Then one like a 
human being comes from heaven and is presented to the Ancient One who gives this one an 
indestructible reign over all nations. 
 
I can’t help but read Mathew 25 in that light. The Human One coming in majesty with 
angels, seated on the throne to judge the nations is like the Human One in Daniel’s dream, 
in contrast with the beasts. In our story, Christ came from heaven, was born as a young 
maiden’s son, Jesus, declared to be the anointed king of all nations. Human One 
represents for me the special authority given to human beings. Of the holy trinity, Christ is 
the Human One. You and I in the church are “the human ones.” 
 
I’ve always had difficulty integrating this story of judgment with John 3:17, “God didn’t 
send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through 
him.” We could understand this as a difference in the purposes of the two gospels. Matthew 
was written for a Jewish audience, perhaps in Greece, and explains how Jesus fulfills God’s 
promise. John was written about the same time, but was likely written for the Jewish 



Christians being persecuted by the Jewish authorities. John emphasizes judgment less 
because it was written for people who had been judged for their faith. Even in Matthew’s 
story, the nations are not judged for right faith, but for their care of vulnerable people. 
 
This quality of care is not new in the history of God’s people. According to Exodus 16 and 
17, God fed the people of the wilderness with manna and gave them water from a rock. 
Abraham welcomed three strangers in Genesis 18. The prophet Isaiah describes fasting 
from injustice: to share bread with the hungry, bring the homeless poor into your home 
and cover the naked. (58:7) Through Prophet Ezekiel God says “I will seek out the lost, 
bring back the strays, bind up the wounded, and strengthen the weak. But the fat and the 
strong I will destroy, because I will tend my sheep with justice.” (34:16) We have been 
praying for daily bread for 2000 years.  
 
When members and friends of North Pointe serve in the food pantry, the diaper ministry, 
and Our Harmony Club; when we visit the sick and teach the imprisoned; and when we 
knit and sew for the sick, the young mothers and the homeless, we are not doing this 
because a committee thought it was a good idea. We do this because God instilled this 
quality into our very DNA when the world was begun. It is in our very makeup. We do this 
because God did it for us, in a fertile land and abundant harvest, in plentiful fresh water, in 
welcoming congregations, in natural fibers, in healing processes within our own bodies and 
in our sciences, and ability to learn and mature. We do this because we know we were born 
to care. We do this because if we don’t we are internally bothered and disturbed.  
 
Caring, today, isn’t simple. When everyone lived in small, homogeneous communities and 
people knew each other, we knew why someone was hungry, thirsty or naked. We knew 
when the neighbor was sick or why they were imprisoned. Most were members of a 
religious group that watched out for each other. There was a time, even in my life, in rural 
Wisconsin, when there were few strangers, when doors on houses and cars were not locked, 
when my 4-year old younger brother could simply walk into the front door of our neighbors, 
the Carters, for a cookie. We remember one time when no one was there, and he couldn’t 
open the door to go back outside. After some time we called the police, and the 
neighborhood was engaged in looking for him. Eventually someone heard crying from 
within the Carter’s house and brother John was found. I never did learn if he was crying 
because he couldn’t find the cookies, because he had eaten too many, or because he really 
couldn’t get out. The point is, in communities we took care of each other. 
 
It is different today. Most people, even our neighbors are often strangers. We suspect 
someone is poor and hungry due to their own lack of effort, thirsty because they have a 
habit of drinking the wrong liquids or naked because they are showing off. We don’t know 
them so we think anyone in prison is justly there and should stay there until they learn 
their lesson. In this reality, when perception rather than familiarity matters, how do we 
care for others? I was taught not to give money to Bombay beggars because it may only 
encourage the practice of disfiguring an infant to use it as a prop, a prop that will commit 
that child to a lifetime of begging. 
 
Does this mean we are excused from caring for others? I think not, especially for a 
community church like ours. I think it means we need to become even more familiar with 
our community to know why someone is in need. We have been working to start an 
advocacy ministry to offer the kind of care that will lift a family above their daily need. Is 
someone hungry because they are chronically ill, lazy, addicted, old and without family or 
unjustly treated? Each reason requires a different long term care response, but care 



nevertheless. Is someone sick because of a virus, unhealthy behavior, physical weakness or 
pollution? Each reason requires a different long term care response, but care nevertheless. 
Is someone in prison for mental illness, for foolish behavior, for evil intent, for hopeless 
circumstances or for unjust cause? Each reason requires a different long term care 
response, but care nevertheless. In the meantime, these neighbors can be welcomed and 
fed. 
 
Getting to know our neighbors isn’t always easy when 25 parents come in during a two 
hour period for diapers, when 18 families come in during a two hour period for food. Yet, 
God has brought them to our door.  
 
God’s people are caring people. It is in our spiritual blood. We forgive because we have first 
been forgiven. We love because we have first been loved. We care because God cares for us. 
The coronavirus is not the first pandemic. The church has been responding to the sick in 
pandemics since the 2nd century, and their care has been a reason for the spread of 
Christianity. During the Antonine Plague of the 2nd century and the Plague of Cyprian of 
the 3rd Century Christians were known for care of the sick. Our church leaders will gather 
tomorrow night at a regular board meeting. We will discuss our response to the 
coronavirus. Already we are getting calls pleading that our food pantry does not close given 
the difficulty of people out of work. North Pointe is a neighborhood church, and God has 
given us a calling to love it by engaging our community in responding to its physical and 
spiritual needs. 
 
What a blessing. 
 


