
2015 Finding Christ    Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, 
magi came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.” 
When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled 
with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where the 
Christ was to be born. They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet 
wrote: 
“You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah, 
because from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.” 
Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star 
had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and honor him.” When 
they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stood over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 
filled with joy. They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to 
their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him 
with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Because they were warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another route. 
16 When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to kill 
all the male children in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two years 
old and younger, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 
The language of the Matthew passage is interesting. The magi are searching for the new 
king of the Jews to honor him. King Herod is searching for the same baby, referring to him 
as the Christ, to kill him. The Greek word Christ means anointed one, a term used for kings 
and prophets. Jesus is recognized as the anointed one by both those who seek to honor 
him and to kill him.  
 
We saw that acted out in real time this last week as people gathered in a Texas church to 
worship Christ, while one came to kill his worshipers. Given the division and hatred in the 
air in this nation and the world, evident in the local, national and international news I 
anticipate there will be more of that in weeks and months to come. One of the goals for this 
year set by our leadership is to provide active shooter response training. It is wise to do. We 
are learning that the search for those who take their faith seriously has become heightened, 
both by those who seek to honor and those who seek to kill. This is true in all the Western 
religious traditions as well as in the East. 
 
In this context, I give thanks that North Pointe UMC together with Wayman AME would 
meet in worship, drama and shared meal to recognize our historic sin and celebrate our 
spiritual unity. Thanks are due to all those who made that successful by your participation, 
your food offerings and your presence. May North Pointe continue to be known as the 
presence of Christ’s healing love. The merger of our churches, the collaboration and joint 
seasonal worship with the Lutherans, the ecumenical Good Friday worship and our 
statement as a reconciling congregation are all efforts by this congregation to witness to 
and embody Christ’s healing love. 
 
The Gospel of Matthew is filled with stories of those who are seeking Jesus the Christ as 
the magi and king were seeking the anointed one. While Jesus is teaching the crowd on the 
mountain he invites us to do so. “Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. 
Knock, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Whoever 



seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door is opened.” 7:7 
 
Glance through the next two chapters and you will notice large crowds following Jesus even 
from his teaching on the mount and when he traveled from place to place. A crowd 
gathered when he went to Peter’s house; and after he healed the centurion’s servant there 
were so many he crossed the lake in a boat. Individuals sought him out: the centurion, the 
man with a skin disease, the people who couldn’t see, the one who couldn’t speak, the two 
with spiritual illness and the ruler who interrupted his teaching. There were so many in the 
crowds that Jesus sent his disciples out to preach and heal.  
 
Crowds followed Jesus in chapter 12. He taught crowds in chapter 13. He fed thousands in 
chapters 14 and chapter 15. He taught crowds in chapter 17 and again in 19 where he 
welcomed the children. Everywhere he went he offered healing, as he did again in the crowd 
of chapter 20 where he healed men who couldn’t see. In chapter 21 the crowd followed him 
into Jerusalem, and even there the crowds gathered to hear him teach.  
 
Yet, and perhaps because of his popularity, through all of this there were the Pharisees and 
other religious leaders who sought him out to test him, trick him, shut down his message, 
and finally to kill him. They were successful in the killing. There were no crowds witnessing 
the resurrection. That was individual disciples who Jesus anointed to baptize and teach. 
 
So many people sought the Christ out historically, even before Jesus. Simeon and Anna are 
mentioned at the birth as having been seeking the Christ. The angels told the shepherds 
that their savior, the Christ had been born. The prophets had anticipated that the anointed 
one, the messiah would come in David’s line. From the magi to the disciples people in his 
time recognized the Christ in Jesus. Herod anticipated his coming with fear. The Pharisees 
had Jesus put to death because they didn’t recognize the Christ in him and thought he was 
a heretic. The disciples recognized the Christ in Jesus, he anointed them and sent them out 
to do the same work God had given him to do.  
 
We are still seeking, but here is what some of you recognize. We have found the Christ, the 
spirit of the anointed one, and it is here. I take seriously the promise that where 2 or 3 are 
gathered in the name of Christ, it is there you will find the Christ. I find more help in the 
John’s Gospel, chapter 17. Jesus the Christ prays to God he calls Father saying: “watch 
over them (his disciples) in your name, the name you gave me, that they will be one just 
as we are one.” 11 and again in verse 18-19, “As you sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. I made myself holy on their behalf so that they also would be made 
holy in the truth.” 
 
The Christ is here because now we who are gathered here are the disciples, the sent ones, 
the anointed ones. We are the Christ, the same name Jesus was given. I’ve seen this often 
among you. Ron the Christ called us on Friday and asked if we wanted to come over and 
break bread with friends gathered there. One of the conversations we had was how each 
one met and married. Adrienne the Christ invited me to her mother’s house to pray. Dick 
the Christ invited friends to break bread, and enjoy each other’s company over a game at 
the table. Sally the Christ invited people to serve breakfast next week so the church could 
gather, break bread and learn. Oscar the Christ came to North Pointe to worship and 
accepted an invitation to break bread. JR the Christ prepared a luncheon for 10 new and 
old and we shared details of our lives. Tony the Christ led us in the Unity Song. North 
Pointe the body of Christ invited Wayman AME the body of Christ to rehearse its history, in 
part to repent of its discrimination and in part to pray for a blessed future, and we did that 



with a shared meal. The examples are all around. Where 2 or 3 are gathered in the name of 
Christ, there Christ is. 
 
I invite you now to pray with the person next to you. As you do, you may need to look at 
each other in a new way. If you had a disagreement in the last day or two you may need to 
forgive and heal the difference as is possible in the love of Christ. Imagine the Christ in 
your midst, within and between you. This is what we come here to be and do. We are the 
anointed ones sent to this time and this place. Give God your gift worthy of the anointed 
one. Give God your life and let it be transformed. 
 
 


