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When God began to create the heavens and the earth – the earth was without shape or 
form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind swept over the waters. Gen 1:1-2:4 
For the next 6 weeks we are going to focus on the theme Sacred Earth, Sacred Work. It may 
inspire in us awe of God’s creation as well as our place in it. We may also discover how, as 
anointed ones of God, we can express our love for our earth home…. 
 
Unrelated to sermon preparation one of us came in with the question science or faith? 
Both, I say. I am a student of social sciences with a deep appreciation for the physical 
sciences. Do you know we have about 25 trillion red blood cells in our body and that we 
create 17 million per second and up to 119 million when under stress? No wonder I eat 
when stressed and gain weight on sermon day. In one article I read sickle cell is most 
common in areas historically ravaged by malaria. The authors think sickle cell protects the 
body from malaria. That doesn’t help when people with sickle move out of malaria areas. 
Imagine the future drama of global warming and drug resistance showing those with sickle 
cell as the last survivors. We depend on science for a lot, including our long lives. How can 
we deny science that studies the 19 million year old, expanding universe of trillions of 
galaxies each with billions of stars. 
 
But I am also a person of faith. I witnessed at a funeral for the pianist of the Albert Street 
Church that eventually became part of Faith Church and North Pointe Church. Ella 
Gardina was 98 and for two decades in her long life taught Spanish and French at Gilmore 
and Horlick. Her younger brother Ron Gardina was confirmed in 1947 in Trinity Methodist 
when it was on LaSalle. On Wednesday we will have the funeral for Mitzi Ivanoski at St. 
Monicas. At all funerals I tell of my faith in the resurrection and my experiences with my 
father since his death. I have been called by God to serve the church since I was 12.I 
suppose you can say it is a choice I make, but my faith is based on my deep knowing, not 
desire for answers. How do you choose not to know what you know? 
 
Science or faith? Both. For those who want more discussion we may want to study this for 
several weeks. When it comes to Genesis 1 creation story I say, it is not history or science 
as we know them today. There were many creation stories told by peoples of faith 
surrounding Israel. There are also astrophysicists who have different views. As 
Astrophysicist Paul Sutter says, there is only a conflict between science and religion if you 
want one. 
 
I spent some time with Genesis 1 this week. Notice, in most translations it also doesn’t 
have an account of the very beginning. “When God began to create the heavens and the 
earth – the earth was without shape or form, it was dark over the deep sea, and God’s wind 
swept over the waters.” It is fun to imagine earth looked like when God started to create 
upon it and will the divine into physical incarnation. But that is beyond my understanding 
so I’ll not take your time to speculate. 
 
Instead, I had fun with Genesis chapter one, laying it out in a way I could remember it. In 
Day One God illuminated the work environment. In day two God prepared the work space 
by creating the sky dome that separated the waters above and below. In day three God did 
a double shift and worked the space by gathering the waters into seas and forming the dry 
land, and then planted the garden, establishing propagation. In day four God put the sun, 
moon and stars in place, providing energy for the plants that will serve as food and life for 
later creatures and creating time and seasons. In day five God established procreation by 



creating the fish and birds. They ate the plants and spread the seeds. In day six God made 
the dry land crawlies: the animals, livestock and humanity who ate the plants, tilled the 
land, completed the food cycle and formed families. Awe registers in day seven when God 
recognized the goodness of what was made and blessed the sacred earth. 
 
Day 1 – illumination. Day 2 –shelter. Day 3 – horticulture. Day 4 – energy and time. Day 5 – 
procreation. Day 6 – husbandry and family. Day 7 – spirit blessing. 
 
I noted how we operate similarly as creators of our home. Before we start building, we 
would look where the light is, then we may clear the land, build the shelter, plant a garden 
with access to sunlight and set our gardening calendar. We’d provide for the birds perhaps 
a pond for the fish. A home is not a home without family and pets, and if we want to 
expand our garden we’d get livestock or machinery. I’ve noticed that some people do all this 
and then forget to rest on day seven to acknowledge the goodness and blessing of it all. 
What happens when we don’t use the time we have to recognize the awesomeness of what 
is before us. I am awestruck at this home of a balance of air, fire, earth and water, and my 
place in it, and I want in my simple way to express joyful appreciation love for it. 
 
And it is so interconnected. The seed bearing plants that propagate on dry land watered 
from above and below, feeding birds, fish, animals, and humanity. The sun that provides 
the food energy of the plants that feed the birds, fish, animals and humanity.  The fertile 
fish and birds that eat the plants and spread the seed, in waters and across land that water 
the plants grown from the seed the birds and fish spread. The animals, livestock and 
humanity that form families and procreate, that learn the seasons to grow the plants that 
drink the waters of earth and sky and use the energy of the lights in the sky that make the 
mornings and evenings and the seasons. The original blessing of humanity, the animals, 
fish and birds, the sun moon and stars, the seas and dry land and its plants and trees, the 
sky dome, the separated waters above and below and the light that shows it all happening, 
the goodness and sustained interconnectedness of it all. One part couldn’t survive without 
every other part.  
 
Do you see why selfishness is unsustainable by creating an imbalance in our common 
home? Pope Francis said as much. “Humanity’s greed and selfishness can turn creation 
into a sad and desolate world instead of the sign of God’s love that it was meant to be.” 
When we are selfish we tend to see the created world as a possession to exploit for our own 
pleasure, comfort and satisfaction. The result is ruin. Imagine if your siblings never learned 
to share, your family never learned to keep your home clean and beautiful, we thought we 
could use resources without paying the price or ignore that the supply of resources was 
being used faster than their replenishment. We are interconnected. I learned that when I 
leave the cage door open on the bird I loved can set off a sequence of events between the 
bird and the dog that isn’t good for the bird. We are interconnected and what one does 
affects every other. 
 
God sent guides to teach us to maintain this precious balance. Abraham became a faith 
leader and spirit guide when Sodom and Gomorra thought it was acceptable to gang rape 
visitors to their villages. Moses was given the law and Joshua was given a generation in the 
wilderness to sort out life as a faith community. Nathan explained to David that it creates 
an imbalance when he takes another man’s wife and then kills the husband. The stories 
are many of the judges, prophets, priests and kings who became God’s anointed 
mouthpieces to teach and to guide in sustainable living in the creation blessed for them 
and us. Priests were anointed to remember God in the creation, in the saving exodus, and 



in the covenant of creation where humanity was to maintain its care. 
 
As people became wiser, more knowledgeable and interactive of the workings of the 
creation, God gave them the sustaining principles by which God created: the principles of 
interconnectedness, love and justice for each part, and the compassionate role of humanity 
in achieving a balance of all inter-relatedness. 
 
Jesus was what we might call the second incarnation of God, this time of the Word of God, 
teaching and demonstrating the nature of nature. What was made clearer was the way 
humanity can keep the balance of the interconnected creation: not by thinking of oneself, 
but by compassionate living. Very early, almost at the start of his teaching, Jesus declared 
that we were to be perfect as the creator is perfect. At least that is how Matthew 5:48, early 
in the sermon on the mount, often gets translated. The Common English Bible may help in 
understanding by translating the verse, “just as your heavenly Father is complete in 
showing love to everyone, so also you must be complete.” The word “teleois” is often 
translated “perfect” but sometimes “mature” or “full.” Theologian Matthew Fox suggests in 
the Jewish consciousness it may mean compassionate. “Be compassionate as the Divine 
One is compassionate. Because we depend on the balance of all parts of the cosmos, the 
anointed ones, the people of faith, seek and celebrate justice where all parts of the earth are 
given what is due them and the opportunity to play their role. There is a systems word that 
can be learned: homeostasis. It is the quest of all the earth to seek equilibrium in each cell 
and in the whole universe. “Homeostasis.” Equilibrium. Balance. Working for that balance 
is not something we must add to our must do list. It is our desire to maintain our earth 
home as a healthy living and vibrant working space for millennia to come.  
 
You may have noticed the aquarium at 4 Mile Clinic or Ridgewood. My son who has three 
aquaria taught me about the balance of life. The wrong mix of ish, snails and plants and 
the balance cannot maintained. God made a balance and put humanity in charge of 
maintaining it. 
 
It seems evident that we are reaching an unsustainable imbalance of too many humans 
who use too much energy, emit too much poison, and consume too many resources, so God 
has anointed prophets in our time to interfere with this injustice and the unnecessary pain 
it causes, calling us to repent of our ways and learn compassion for the sacred earth 
garden God has uniquely created here, and blessed us to be its anointed, compassionate 
caretakers. The church, the body of Christ is the third incarnation of God. I celebrate with 
you the role this church has played with its move to solar panels, shopping bags, and LED 
lights. We may find there is more we can do and say. May God be with us. Amen 
 
 

 

 


