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When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up. Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell 
you, for Herod will soon search for the child in order to kill him.” 
Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child and his mother to Egypt. He stayed 
there until Herod died. This fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: I have 
called my son out of Egypt.  
When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. He sent soldiers to kill all 
the children in Bethlehem and in all the surrounding territory who were two years old and 
younger, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. This fulfilled the word 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet: 
A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and much grieving. Rachel weeping for her children, 
and she did not want to be comforted, because they were no more.  
After King Herod died, an angel from the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt. “Get 
up,” the angel said, “and take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel. Those 
who were trying to kill the child are dead.” Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, 
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus ruled over Judea in place 
of his father Herod, Joseph was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he went 
to the area of Galilee. He settled in a city called Nazareth so that what was spoken through 
the prophets might be fulfilled: He will be called a Nazarene. 
It was good for many of us to have our children home for the holidays. It surprised me how 
little we know each other after many years apart for important parts of their lives and ours. 
They have grown in significant ways that we will probably never fully know, and we have 
grown as well, in ways they may not suspect. Advice is given in both directions that isn’t 
always appropriate or desired. If I had known, would I have parented differently, or would 
each of my decisions as a dad have been made the same in the sad knowledge that I could 
not fully prepare or protect them, and that some efforts to do so would be rejected. 

Much of the church today focuses on the holy family of Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus. We 
mark it with the reading in many denominations of this passage of Matthew of an angel of 
the Lord coming again to Matthew in a dream, telling him to escape to Egypt to protect his 
child. Sometimes it takes a concurrence of events to bring notice to something that has 
always been in plain sight. I’d been working on this scripture when I went to pray with 
Jared before surgery yesterday morning.  

As I was leaving the hospital I noticed the statues of Joseph, Mary and Jesus at the 
entrance. Baby Jesus is in the arms of his mother looking up into her face as she looks at 
him. Joseph looking down in apparent contemplation of the perilous journey ahead, 
holding a cross and lilies, representing crucifixion and resurrection. I have passed those 
statues many times going in and out of the hospital but really saw them for the first time. 

According to Matthew it is Joseph who is visited by the angel who tells him to proceed with 
his marriage to Mary despite her pregnancy, that the child was divinely conceived and 
ordained to forgive sins. He would claim her son as his own and name him, a right given 
the father. This would be a burden for a village carpenter, but it doesn’t get easier when an 
angel visits him again and tells him to escape with his family to Egypt for the reason that 
the King is out to kill his son. “What did my son do? What did we do? We are innocent of 
any crime or threat to the king. My trade is here. Our life and families are here. God, what 
have you called me to be with this boy?” In obedience and with desire to prepare and 
protect his son, spirit-led Joseph packs up their life and emigrates to Egypt where they are 
welcomed. They move back only at a time, and to a place it is safe to do so. 



We once moved our family for similar reasons. Returning from our 5 years teaching in 
Japan, we bought a house in Sheboygan without seeing it from a professional couple we 
knew from the university and moved back with 2 year old Daniel. The inside of the house 
was nicely cared for but the couple may not have known that the small children in the 
neighborhood were smoking their parents’ cigarette butts and drugs were being sold on the 
corner. Being gone all day myself, I was also unaware of this and it was my wife who played 
the angel’s part in my understanding that we needed to move. We did and sold the house 
within 8 months of moving in. Angels take many forms. Listening and acting in the interest 
of the family, despite the inconvenience, is much the same.  

I am aware that not all families have the flexibility to do what is necessary to protect their 
family by moving to a safer community. With the model of Joseph in our faith history, it 
may be important to us to consider what the church can do to assist those families, and/or 
to improve the condition of the communities, whether in our nation or our own community. 

Emigration is not new with Jesus’ father, nor is it that old. The other famous Joseph in the 
Bible, the favored son of his father Jacob, sold into slavery by his brothers, was also 
familiar with dreams and made his way into leadership as a spirit-led person of faith. 
During a drought in Israel he moved his family to Egypt. 

Similarly we are faced with locations of drought, war, and violence today that have been 
leading to uncommon waves of migration. The International Organization of Migration, a 
United Nations organization, counted 258 million international migrants last year, people 
living in a country different than their birth country. That is the population of the entire 
United States east of California. Some of those are students, and other voluntary migrants; 
but 68 million were forcibly displaced due to violence, persecution and conflict and 19 
million displaced due to sudden onset disasters in their own country. That is equivalent to 
the combined population of California, Texas, and New York, forced to move in one year. 

The issue of immigration facing the United States has been politicized. 977,000 people 
wishing to cross into the United States were stopped at our southern border last year and 
deemed inadmissible, including those seeking legal entry. Most were from Guatemala and 
Honduras. According to a Forbes report of June 19, 2019, the reasons were detailed by the 
staff of a non-partisan Christian organization, Association for a More Just Society. 
Honduras has the highest murder rate in the world. Corruption in government and police, 
extensive violence, especially against women and criminal gangs that extort everyone with a 
business, whether bus driver or shop keeper, force people, even spirit-led people of faith, 
desiring to protect and prepare their families to leave. According to the Washington Post, 
most of those seeking immigration to the United States are from Guatemala where the 
coffee price has dropped from $2.20 per pound in 2015 to 86 cents this year. Most coffee 
farmers have been operating at a loss since 2017, even those selling to some US coffee 
brands. Some companies make a point of helping local producers, and their beans are more 
expensive. Our consumer practices affect families elsewhere. All this is happening at the 
same time as our government stopped aid to central America, including support of 
nonprofit, faith based organizations working to reduce violence among the youth, and 
corruption in the public sphere, and increase economic opportunity for families.  

In the interest of supporting families everywhere, and in the context of Joseph’s spirit-led 
efforts to protect his family, we can make a difference. Some of us who can’t serve in the 
food pantry, diaper ministry or sew pillow cases, even a team of 3-5 of us, can do the 
research our church can use to do its purchasing and its political advocacy. Check out the 
coffee the United Lutheran Church sells and the actions of the major brands. Educate us. 
Write our representatives about what we learn. Support organizations that are working in 



Central America and other places to create conditions conducive to family safety, education 
and development. We are intelligent people and can use our talents to make a difference in 
Racine’s and the world. 

The Holy Family represents all families worldwide, including those migrating. God’s spirit 
has been poured into all our children, even those separated from their parents. For those of 
us whose children have left the nest, perhaps God has another mission for us. What good is 
celebrating Christmas if we don’t live it? 

 

 


